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IDEOL designs 2 Japanese floating wind turbines 
 

 

 
Following the signature of a technology partnership agreement in March, the French start-up IDEOL 
and the Japanese offshore wind leader Hitachi Zosen (HITZ) have signed an engineering agreement 
on June 3rd for the design of both a concrete and a steel version of IDEOL’s patented floating 
foundation adapted to Japanese sea conditions. The companies are targeting installations by the 
end of 2017. A first series of tank tests has already started last week in Japan.  
 
« This contract enables IDEOL to prove the economic viability of its business model and its capacity to 
export its technology on key international markets. It also confirms our floating technology’s 
reliability and cost effectiveness in highly-challenging marine environments » says Paul de La 
Guérivière, IDEOL’s CEO.  
 
The Japanese Ministry of Industry has announced in April a target of 24% of renewable energy 

production in the Japanese electricity mix by 2030, against around 10% in 2014. 

 

 

IDEOL, based in La Ciotat (France), was created in 2010 with the aim of developing 

both technically AND economically viable floating foundation solutions for the 

offshore wind industry. Recipient of numerous innovation and entrepreneurship 

awards, the company benefits from the support of a large and prestigious panel of public and private 

investors. 

Its industry-changing and patented “damping pool” design is compatible with all existing standard 

offshore wind turbines. Maximizing local content and optimizing the entire process from construction 

to installation, maintenance and decommissioning have been the company’s key priorities since day 

one. 

Its particularly cost-competitive solution allows for the development of projects without any water 

depth or soil constraints on sites benefiting from the best available wind resources. On top of a 

minimal visual impact from the shore, IDEOL’s solution generates an increase of power production per 

turbine leading to a significant drop in the overall cost of energy. 

 

Benefiting from the experience and know-how of a fully integrated team of 40 experts and engineers 

coming from the offshore oil & gas and renewables industries, the company is currently working on 

several demonstrator and pre-commercial projects across the globe including France’s first offshore 

wind project. 
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HITACHI ZOSEN (Hitz) is a leading Japanese corporation with high levels of 

expertise in design and construction of floating structures such as Osaka’s 

Yunemai Bridge (the world’s first floating swing bridge completed in 2000) and 

GPS buoys for the real time offshore measurement of tsunamis. It has been 

involved in the development of floating offshore wind power generation since 2004. 

HITACHI ZOSEN continues to actively work on the R&D of offshore wind power generation and intends 

to accelerate such efforts by means of leveraging the expertise of IDEOL through this technical 

cooperation. 
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